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SOUTH  CENTRAL  rtftMATlOM 

of  Librori** 

Montana 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  1973  REPORT  AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE 

MONTANA  SALARY  COMMISSION 


Pursuant  to  Section  3  of  Article  XIII  of  the  Montana  Consti- 
tution, and  the  implementing  legislation,  Sections  59-1401 
through  59-1404,  as  amended,  the  Montana  Salary  Commission 
submits  its  recommendations. 

The  19  73  report  was  as  well  considered  and  documented  as 
the  Commission  could  make  it.   The  recommendations  made  were 
the  product  of  judgement  and  compromise.   It  would  be  an  ex- 
pensive duplication  of  effort  to  repeat  the  research  done  less 
than  a  year  ago. 

The  Commission  recommends  the  increases  as  set  forth  in  Attached 
Exhibit  A.   We  most  respectfully  urge  elected  officials  who 
have  not  done  so  to  examine  in  detail,  our  19  73  report. 
Attached  hereto  are  Exhibits  B  through  N,  which  reflect 
comparative  salaries  with  other  states  after  the  limited  raises 
of  1974.   Montana  is  still  too  far  down  the  list. 

In  a  continuing  effort  to  keep  pace  with  economic  trends ,  the 
Commission  is  fully  aware  that  no  one  is  immunized  against  the 
ravages  of  inflation.   A  comprehensive  examination  of  the 
effects  of  the  1974  salary  increases  reveals  that  40%  to  45% 
of  the  raises  are  remitted  in  taxes  to  federal  and  state 
governments.   In  virtually  all  instances  inflation  has  eroded 
the  balances.   We  are  also  cognizant  of  predictions  of  continued 
upward  trends,  and  an  administration  sponsored  surtax.   Also, 
we  will  not  be  reviewing  salaries  for  two  years. 

It  is  the  Commission's  belief  that  the  recommended  salaries  are 
realistic  compensations  for  the  elected  officials  of  whom  we 
demand  and  expect  so  much. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MONTANA  SALARY  COMMISSION* 


Arnold  Berger,  Chairman 
Billings,  Montana 

Carl  Rostad,  Co-Chairman 
Martinsdale,  Montana 

Dr.  Willard  Bennett 
Columbia  Falls,  Montana 


Mrs .  Yvonne  Bradford 
Missoula,  Montana 

Milton  Datsopoulos 
Missoula,  Montana 

Maurice  Hennessey 
Butte,  Montana 


No  replacement  was  made  for  Commissioner  Bert  Arnlund  who 
resigned.   Commissioner  Robert  Saunders  submitted  a  minority 
report. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


Present 

Re  c  oinme  nde  d 

Salary 

Si 

alary 

$    3, 510(a) 

$ 

5,500 

3, 810(b) 

6,100 

3,510 

6,100 

3,510 

6,100 

3, 810(b) 

6,100 

3,510 

6,100 

3,510 

6,100 

BRANCH 


Legislative 

Legislator 

Speaker  of  the  House 
House  Majority  Leader 
House  Minority  Leader 
President  of  the  Senate 
Senate  Majority  Leader 
Senate  Minority  Leader 

Executive 

Governor  $30,000  $39,000 

Lieutenant  Governor  20,500  26,000 

Secretary  of  State  18,000  21,500 

Attorney  General  25,000  29,000 
Superintendent  of 

Public  Instruction  20,000  27,000 

Auditor  18,000  21,500 

Treasurer  18,000  21,500 

Public  Service  Conunissioner  18,000  21,500 

Judicial 

Chief  Justice  of  Supreme 

Court  $28,000  $36,500 
Associate  Justices  of 

Supreme  Court  27,000  35,500 

Clerk  of  Supreme  Court  14,000  17,500 

District  Judges  25,000  30,000 


(a)  Legislative  figure  includes  salary  of  $20  per  legislative 
day  and  $33  per  day  expenses  when  in  session. 

(b)  Presently  only  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President 
of  the  Senate  receive  a  salary  differential  of  $5  more  per 
legislative  day. 

EXHIBIT  A 
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MINORITY  REPORT 
By  Robert  Saunders 

My  failure  to  sign  the  Salary  Commission's  report  is  a  protest 
against  what  I  consider  to  be  an  impossible  situation.   There  is 
no  way  the  Commission's  recommendations  can  be  in  line  with  sala- 
ries paid  other  state  or  local  government  employees  in  Montana, 
either  elected  or  appointed,  because  there  is  no  coordination 
between  the  Commission's  recommendations  and  the  State  Wage  and 
Classification  Plan.   Until  this  is  accomplished,  I  view  the  Com- 
mission's recommendations  as  a  temporary  effort  to  bring  elected 
official's  salaries  up  to  date  with  current  events. 
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Ranked  Income  for  Legislators 
in  Ten  Western  States 


Total 

Compensation 

State 

Salary 
$7,600/yr. 

Fixed  Expenses 
$l,050/yr.  (max.) 

Biennial 

Colorado (^) 

$17,300 

Arizona  ^^^ 

$6,000/yr. 

$20/diem  in  session 

15,600 

Idaho (^) 

$600/session 

$'^5/diem  in  session 

7,731 

(max . ) 

$J.50/diem  interim 

MONTANA (^) 

$20/DIEM  IN 
SESSION 

$3  3/DAY  IN  SESSION 

7,020 

Nevada ^^^ 

$3,600/session 

$30/diem  in  session 

6,940 

(max . ) 

$370/session 

S.  Dakota (^) 

$5,000/bien. 

$25/diem  in  session 

6,125 

N.  Dakota (^) 

$5/diem  in 

$50/diem  in  session 

4,700 

session 

$50/month 

New  Mexico  ^^' 

None 

$36/diem  in  session 

3,240 

Utah(^) 

$25/diem  in 
session 

$15/diera  in  session 

3,200 

Wyoming (^^ 

$15/diem  in 
session 

$26/diem  in  session 

1,865 

(a)  Annual  sessions 

(b)  Biennial  sessions. 


EXHIBIT  B 
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Ranked  Income  for  Legislators 
in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


State 

Salary 
$9,000/yr. 

Fixed  Expenses 

$35/diem  in  session 
$4,000/yr. 

Total 
Compensation 
Biennial 

Alaska (^) 

$35,345 

Hawaii ^^) 

$12,000/yr. 

$45/diem  in  session 
$750/yr. 

31,680 

Delaware  ^^^ 

$6,000/yr. 

None 

12,000 

Idaho (^) 

$600/session 

$45/diem  in  session 

7,731 

MONTANA 


(a) 


(max. ) 

$20/DIEM  IN 
SESSION 


$3.50/diem  interim 
$33/DIEM  IN  SESSION 


7,020 


Nevada 


(b) 


$3, 600/session 
(max. ) 


$30/diem  in  session 
$370/session 


South  Dakota (3) 
Vermont  ^  ^ ' 

Maine '^) 

North  Dakota (^) 

Wyoming  ^^' 

Rhode  Island (^) 


$5,000/biennium  $25/diem  in  session 

$4,500/bienni\im   $8/diem  in   session 
(max. ) 

$3,500/biennium  $18/diem  in  session 


$5/diem  in 
session 

$15/diem  in 
session 

$5/diem  in 
session 

60  legislative 
days  (max. ) 


$50/diem  in  session 
$50/month 

$26/diem  in  session 


None 


New  Hampshire ^^^  $200/biennium    None 


6,940 

6,125 
5,484 

5,318 
4,700 

1,865 

600 

200 


(a)  Annual  sessions. 

(b)  Biennial  sessions. 

(c)  Vermont  legislature  may  divide  biennial  sessions  so  as  to 
meet  every  year. 

EXHIBIT  C 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Governors  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 


Governor 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Colorado 

Arizona 

Wyoming 

Utah 

Idaho 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


$40,000 
40,000* 
37,500* 
33,000 
33,000* 
30,000 
30,000 


South  Dakota 
New  Mexico 
North  Dakota 


9 
10 


27,500 
26,000 
18,U00 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Governors  in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


State 


Governor 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Rhode  Island 

Hawaii 

Alaska 

Wyoming 

Vermont 

Maine 

Delaware 

New  Hampshire 

Idaho 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
6 
8 
9 
10 
10 


$42,500 
42,000 
40,000 
37,500* 
36,100 
35,000* 
35,000 
34,000 
33,000* 
30,000 
30,000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


12 
13 


27,500 
18,000 


Salary  effective  January,  1975. 

EXHIBIT  D 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for  Lieutenant 
Governors  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 

Colorado 
MONTANA 


Lt .  Gov . 
Income  Rank 

1 
2 


Salary 
Rank 

$25,500(^) 
20,500j^) 
15,000<3; 

8,000(1^)* 

6,000(^3) 

4,500(t)) 

4,500('3) 

0   (c) 

0   (c) 

0   (c) 


New  Mexico 
Idaho 
Nevada 

South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 
Arizona 
Wyoming 
Utah 


Population  Ranked  Income  for  Lieutenant  Governors 
in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


State 

Alaska 
Hawaii 

Rhode  Island 
MONTANA 


Lt .  Gov . 
Income  Rank 

1 
2 
3 
4 


Salary 
Rank 

$36,000(d) 
35,700(<3) 
25, 500(a) 
20,500 j^) 

"TsTsooTaT 

9,000(b) 

8,000^^) * 

6,000jb) 

4,500<^^ 

4,500(^3) 

0   (c) 

0   (c) 

0   (c) 


Vermont 

Delaware 

Idaho 

Nevada 

South  Dakota 

North  Dakota 

Maine 

Wyoming 

New  Hampshire 


(a)  Full-time  position. 

(b)  Part-time  position. 

(c)  No  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor. 

(d)  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Secretary  of  State  are  the  same 
office  in  Hawaii  and  Alaska. 

*   Salary  effective  January,  1975. 


EXHIBIT  E 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Secretaries  of  State  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 


Secretary  of  State 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 

Rank 


Colorado 

Arizona 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

Utah 

New  Mexico 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


$25,000 
24,000* 
23,000* 
21,500* 
20,000 
20,000 
18,000 
18,000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


9 
10 


17,500 
11,000 


State 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Secretaries  of  State 
in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 

Secretary  of  State 

Income 

Rank 


Alaska 

Hawaii 

Rhode  Island 

New  Hampshire 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

Maine 

Vermont 

Delaware 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


X 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

10 


Salary 
Rank 


$36, 
35, 
25, 
25, 
23, 
21, 
20, 
19, 
18, 
18, 
18, 


000 


(a) 


700(^) 

500 

216 

000* 

500* 

000 

600 

720 

000 

000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


12 
13 


17, 
11, 


500 
000 


(a)   Secretary  of  State  and  Lieutenant  Governor  are  same 
office  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii. 
*   Salary  effective  January,  1975. 

EXHIBIT  F 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income 
for  Attorneys  General  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 


Attorney  General 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Arizona 
Colorado 
New  Mexico 
Idaho 
MONTANA 


$35,000* 
32,500 
25,000 
25,000* 
25,000 


Wyoming 

Utah 

South  Dakota 

Nevada 

North  Dakota 


6 
7 
7 
9 
10 


24,000* 

23,000 

23,000 

22,500 

13,000 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Attorneys  General  in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


Attorney  General 

Income 

State 

Rank 

Alaska 

1 

Rhode  Island 

2 

Hawaii 

3 

Delaware 

4 

New  Hampshire 

5 

Maine 

6 

Idaho 

7 

MONTANA 

7 

Vermont 

9 

Wyoming 

10 

South  Dakota 

11 

Nevada 

12 

North  Dakota 

13 

Salary 
Rank 


$33, 
31, 
30, 
30, 
28, 
25, 
25, 
25, 


000 

875 

250 

000 

846 

500 

000^ 

000 


24, 
24, 
23, 
22, 
13, 


700 

000* 

000 

500 

000 


Salary  effective  January,  1975. 

EXHIBIT  G 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Treasurers  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 


Treasurer 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Colorado 

Wyoming 

Arizona 

Idaho 

New  Mexico 

Utah 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


$25,000 
23,000* 
22,500* 
21,500* 
20,000 
19,000 
18,000 
18,000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


9 
10 


17,500 
11,000 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Treasurers  in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


State 


Treasurer 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Alaska 

Hawaii 

Rhode  Island 

New  Hampshire 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

Vermont 

Delaware 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


$33,000 
30,250 
25,500 
25,216 
23,000* 
21,500* 
19,600 
18,000 
18,000 
18,000 


South  Dakota 

Maine 

North  Dakota 


11 
12 
13 


17,500 
15,000 
11,000 


*   Salary  effective  January,  1975. 


EXHIBIT  H 
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state 

Arizona 

Colorado 

Wyoming 

Utah 

Idaho 

New  Mexico 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Auditors  in  Ten  Western  States 

Auditor 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 

$25,680 
24,972 
23, 000(a)* 
22,796 
21, 500(a)* 

20,000 

18,000 

18,0001^) 

17,500(a; 

11,000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


9 
10 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Auditors  in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 

Auditor 
Income 
State  Rank 


Hawaii 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

New  Hampshire 

Rhode  Island 

Vermont 

Delaware 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


Salary 
Rank 

$30, 250(b) 
23, 000(a)* 
21, 500(a)  * 
20,783^  ^ 
20,434 (c) 
19,600 
18,000 
18,000 
18, 000(a) 


Maine 

South  Dakota 
Alaska 
North  Dakota 


10 
10 
12 
13 


17,500 
17, 500(a) 
15,200 
11,000 


(a)  Wyoming,  Idaho,  Montana,  and  South  Dakota  have  elected 
auditors  who  most  clearly  have  similar  duties. 

(b)  Controller. 

(c)  Average  controller  salary. 

*   Salary  effective  January,  1975. 


EXHIBIT  I 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Education  Heads  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 


Education  Head 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Colorado 

Utah 

New  Mexico 

Arizona 

Nevada 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

MONTANA 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


$35,000 
30,072 
28,080 
27,500* 
24,750 
23,000* 
23,000* 
20,000 


9 
10 


16,000 
12,000 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Education  Heads  in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


State 


Education  Head 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Rhode  Island 

Delaware 

Hawaii 

Alaska 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Nevada 

Idaho 

Wyoming 

Vermont 

MONTANA 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
8 
10 
11 


$42, 
35, 
33, 
33, 
25, 
25, 
24, 
23, 
23, 
22, 
20, 


500 

870 

275 

000 

300 

216 

750 

000* 

000* 

000 

000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


12 
13 


16, 
12, 


000 
000 


Salary  effective  January,  1975. 


EXHIBIT  J 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Public  Utility  Commissioners  in  Ten  Western  States 


State 


Public  Utility 
Commissioner 
Income  Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Arizona 

Colorado 

Nevada 

Wyoming 

Utah 

New  Mexico 

Idaho 

MONTANA 


$30,000* 
28,000 
22,000 
19,833** 
19,716 
19,644 
18,500 
18,000 


South  Dakota 
North  Dakota 


9 
10 


15,500 
11,000 


State 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Public  Utility  Commissioners  in  the  Thirteen 
Least  Populous  States 

Public  Utility 

Commissioner 

Income  Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Alaska 

Hawaii 

Nevada 

Vermont 

Maine 

Rhode  Island 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

New  Hampshire 

MONTANA 


1 
2 
3 
3 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


$33,000 
30,250 
22,000 
22,000 
21,000 
20,520 
19,833** 
18,500 
18,012 
18,000 


South  Dakota 
Delaware 
North  Dakota 


11 
12 
13 


15,500 
12,100 
11,000 


Salary  effective  January,  1975, 
Average  salary  effective  January,  1975, 


EXHIBIT  K 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 
Highest  Courts  in  Ten  Western  States  ^^' 


State 

Arizona 

Colorado 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

South  Dakota 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


Highest  Court 
Income 
Rank 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
6 
6 
9 


Salary 
Rank 

$37,000* 
35,000 
30,0C0 
30,000* 
29,500 
28,000 
28,000 
28,000 
27,000 


Utah 


10 


24,000 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 
Highest  Courts  in  the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States ^^^ 


State 

Delaware 

Alaska 

New  Hampshire 

Rhode  Island 

Hawaii 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

Vermont 

North  Dakota 

South  Dakota 

Nevada 

MONTANA 


Highest  Court 

Income 

Rank 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
6 
8 
9 
9 
9 
12 


Salary 
Rank 

$42,000** 
36,000 
33,800 
33,000 
32,670 
30,000 
30,000* 
29,900 
28,000 
28,000 
28,000 
27,000 


Maine 


13 


26,000 


(a)   Figures  do  not  include  Chief  Justices '  salaries  if  they 
are  more  than  Associate  Justices. 
*   Salary  effective  January,  1975. 
**   Salary  effective  July,  1975. 

EXHIBIT  L 
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state 


Regionally  Ranked  Income 
General  Trial  Judges  in  Ten  Western  States 

General  Trial 

Judge 

Income  Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Arizona 

Colorado 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

South  Dakota 

MONTANA 


$33,000* 
28,000 
27,500 
27,000 
27,000 
26,000 
26,000 
25,000 


Nevada 
Utah 


9 
10 


24,000 
2^,000 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 

General  Trial  Judges  in  the 

Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 


State 

Delaware 

New  Hampshire 

Alaska 

Hawaii 

Rhode  Island 

Wyoming 

Idaho 

North  Dakota 

South  Dakota 

MONTANA 


General 

Trial 

Judg 

fe 

Salary 

Income 

Rank 

Rank 

1 

$39,500** 

2 

33,696 

3 

33,000 

4 

30,250 

5 

28,520 

6 

27,500 

7 

27,000* 

8 

26,000 

8 

26,000 

10 

25,000 

11 

24,000 

12 

23,000 

13 

22,700 

Nevada 

Maine 

Vermont 


Salary  effective  January,  1975 
Salary  effective  July,  1975. 


EXHIBIT  M 
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Regionally  Ranked  Income  for 

Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 

Ten  Western  States 


State 

Colorado 

Utah 

New  Mexico 

Nevada 

Idaho 

Arizona 

South  Dakota 

North  Dakota 

MONTANA 


Clerk 

Income 

Rank 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Salary 
Rank 

$30,600 (a) 
22,000(a) 
21,300 
20,488 
19,150 
17,800 
15,600 
14,910 
14,000 


Wyoming 


10 


TTTBW 


State 


Population  Ranked  Income  for 

Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 

the  Thirteen  Least  Populous  States 

Clerk 

Income 

Rank 


Salary 
Rank 


Alaska 

Vermont 

Delaware 

New  Hampshire 

Nevada 

Rhode  Island 

Maine 

Idaho 

Hawaii 

South  Dakota 

North  Dakota 

MONTANA 


1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


$25, 
25, 
25, 
21, 
20, 
19, 
19, 
19, 
17, 
15, 
14, 
14, 


900 

000 (^) 

000 (a) 

615 

488 

982(b) 

500(c) 

150 

832 

600 

910 

000 


Wyoming 


13 


12,500 


(a)  Court  administrator  salary. 

(b)  Average  salary. 

(c)  Combined  salary  as  court  administrator  and  Clerk  of 
Supreme  Court. 

EXHIBIT  N 
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